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NEPA Webinars
● Today is the second of two webinars

● First webinar and webinar materials are on Inside Sea Grant

● You will have time for questions at the end and the webinar will be recorded 

● Today is the NEPA 202 - we will go over best practices and review an 

example of the abbreviated environmental questionnaires



Webinar #2 Objectives
What documents do I need to send to NSGO so they can fulfill NEPA?

What is the Abbreviated NOAA Environmental Compliance Questionnaire?

How do I complete the Questionnaire?

What are common mistakes when completing the Questionnaire?

LC Sea Grant SC Sea Grant OR Sea Grant DE Sea Grant



From last time… NEPA Documentation

Abbreviated NOAA Environmental 
Compliance Questionnaire 

~ AND ~

Permits (or information regarding the 
status of forthcoming permits)



NEPA Environmental Compliance Questionnaire

● Questionnaire is required for ALL research 
projects (including PD projects)

● PI or subaward applicant will complete the 
questionnaire

● NEPA POC will review the answers to 
ensure an appropriate level of detail

● If the applicant states that a permit is 
needed, ensure a copy of that permit is 
submitted with the questionnaire



NEPA Environmental Compliance Questionnaire
● Find the empty form on the Inside Sea Grant webpage

○ Inside Sea Grant → Implementation → NEPA Compliance

● NSGO provides step-by-step guidance for how to complete this form (see link)
● NSGO also provides example questionnaires 

○ Fieldwork (see link)
○ Labwork (see link) 
○ Socioeconomics (see link)

https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/1/Forms/NEPA%20Questionnaire%20-%20Guidance.pdf
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/1/Forms/NEPA%20Questionnaire%20-%20Fieldwork%20Example.pdf
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/1/Forms/NEPA%20Questionnaire%20-%20Labwork%20Example.pdf
https://seagrant.noaa.gov/Portals/1/Forms/NEPA%20Questionnaire%20-%20Socioeconomics%20Example.pdf


NEPA Environmental Compliance Questionnaire

Use the 
step-by-step guide 

to fill out the 
questionnaire



Example Questionnaires



Guide to the 
NEPA Environmental Compliance Questionnaire

Four Sections in the Questionnaire

1. Proposed Activity - 10 questions
○ Discuss methodology and techniques
○ List the species and number of organisms being handled/collected

2. Location - 5 questions
○ Define the research location
○ Discuss the state of the location and if it is protected by any regulations

3. Project Partners, Permits, and Consultations - 2 questions
○ List the project partners
○ List the required permits and their status

4. Safety - 2 questions
○ Discuss potential health risks associated with the research



Fieldwork Questionnaire Step-By-Step

● Following slides will walk through the 
questions and good example answers

● Questions highlighted in black are 
important points for NEPA POCs to 
review

● These questions are where mistakes 
are most often made 



Section #1
Proposed Activity

1. Describe the proposed activity including: the purpose, objectives, and goals. 
2. Is the proposed activity a continuation or part of an ongoing activity? 
3. Describe sampling, collecting, or observation protocols and operational procedures.
4. Will the proposed activity require the cataloging and compiling of sources of socioeconomic data?
5. Does the proposed activity consist solely of software research and manipulation?
6. Does the proposed activity utilize a new or untested scientific technology or method?
7. What amount (total numbers and/or weight) of fish or invertebrates are proposed to be caught? 
8. List non-target species that may occur in the proposed sampling area and specify how many of each 

non-targeted species are expected to be caught. 
9. Will the proposed activity introduce genetically modified organisms, species bred for specific traits 

(e.g. disease resistant stocks), or non-indigenous species into an area?
10. Describe the processing methods to be used to conduct the research.



Fieldwork Example - 
Proposed Activity

● BRIEF description of the project
● Overview of major activities
● Includes objectives in bullet form 



Fieldwork Example - Proposed 
Activity

● Succinctly describes activities taking 
place in the environment - no 
extraneous information

● Clearly states fieldwork location, 
timeline, and materials

● Overview of species and number of 
organisms being collected - clearly 
states that further elaboration is 
provided in a later question



Fieldwork Example - 
Proposed Activity

● Lists all species being collected 
including information about number and 
size

● Also lists potential bycatch and invasive 
species

● Includes information about 
ESA-protected species and the 
researchers’ plan to avoid them*

*If the research triggers ESA, pay special attention to location 
details, permits, and methodology.



Section #2 
Location

1. Describe the proposed activity location, including, if available and appropriate, 
geographic coordinates (latitude, longitude in DD MM.MMM), river mile markers, 
etc. for all distinct phases of the proposed activity. 

2. Is the location of the proposed activity in a previously undisturbed area?
3. Are there pre-existing or ongoing uses at the location of the proposed activity? 
4. Describe the characteristics of the location of the proposed activity.
5. Are minority or low-income communities located in the area of the proposed 

activity?  



Fieldwork Example - 
Location

● Specific location information including 
coordinates

● Lets us pinpoint whether or not 
research is taking place in Essential 
Fish Habitat (EFH)*

*This question should provide enough information to 
determine if the research is occurring in critical habitat or 
protected locations. If anything is triggered, pay special 
attention to the permits and methodology.



Fieldwork Example - 
Location

● Briefly describes the research area 
● Includes an overview of activities that 

occur in research area
● If the area was protected by any 

Federal regulations, this information 
would go here*

*If the research area is protected, pay special attention to 
permits.



Section #3
Project Partners, Permits, and Consultations

1. List all other interested or affected Federal, state, and local agencies, Native 
American tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, and private individuals which may potentially be interested and/or 
affected by the action.

2. Are Federal, state, or local permits, authorizations, waivers, determinations, or 
consultations required for the proposed activity to comply with all applicable 
environmental laws and regulations? 



Fieldwork Example - 
Project Partners, Permits, and 

Consultations
● Clearly lists partners 
● Uses full names instead of acronyms



Fieldwork Example - 
Project Partners, Permits, and 

Consultations
● Clearly lists the permits required for the 

research 
● Includes issuing authority, permit 

number, and permit status



Section #4 
Safety

1. Describe potential unique or unknown risks to human health or the environment 
from the proposed activity. 

2. Describe the potential to generate, use, store, transport, or dispose of hazardous 
or toxic substances.



Fieldwork Example - 
Safety

● Lists all chemicals being used to 
conduct research 

● Describes researchers’ plan for safe 
chemical disposal*

*Researchers often answer this question wrong or not at all



Common Mistakes
Answer ALL questions. Even if the answer is just “No” or “None”.

Complete this questionnaire for research-based projects including PD projects and 
extension projects that contain research activities.

NO NOT paste the entire project narrative into the Proposed Activity section.

Be as specific as possible about the species and number of organisms being collected. 
Mention any endangered species affected by the research.

Be as specific as possible about the research locations. Mention Essential Fish Habitat 
affected by the research.

Provide copies of all permits referenced in the questionnaire. If the permit is pending, 
state this clearly in the questionnaire.



Tips for Successfully Reviewing Questionnaires

● Look through materials for red flags
● Work with PI to obtain missing information or gather more details prior to 

submitting to NGSO
● Begin collecting permit information as soon as possible
● Work with your PO to gain necessary information to complete the review process 

as quickly as possible

Often it is easiest to have a quick call between the PO, program, and 
PI/subawardee to address issues/concerns and clarify research activities. 

We are always happy to do this!



Questions?
All NEPA-related inquiries should be sent to 

oar.sg.nepa@noaa.gov


